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ON  THE  COVER:  (Submitted  by  Sue  Miller)  15  cent  Sturgeon  Bay  Bridge  Token.  Bronze.  25mm.  The  Sturgeon  Bay  Bridge 
Company  was  incorporated  in  1887  after  2 local  businessmen  had  obtained  an  exclusive  25  year  Bridge  Charter  from  the  Door 
County  Supervisors.  The  Bridge  was  opened  in  March  1887  as  a wagon  toll  bridge  and  was  reported  to  cost  a whopping 
$30,000  to  construct.  There  are  several  known  tokens  issued  by  this  Bridge  Company  but  this  is  a previously  unlisted  token. 
The  Atwood  Coffee  Catalog  lists  a brass  token  from  the  Sturgeon  Bay  Bridge  Company  with  10  on  the  reverse  (WI-870-C). 
There  are  other  brass  tokens  issued  by  this  Bridge  Company  showing  denominations  of  10  cents  (WI-870-D)  and  15  cents  (Wl 
870-E)  on  the  obverse  with  a pictorial  of  a bridge  on  the  reverse.  An  article  written  by  deceased  NOW  member  Gene  Johnson 
for  the  1968  AVA  Fare  Box  publication  gives  information  on  what  the  fares  were  for  the  years  1887-1914.  15  cents  was  the 
fare  for  a horse  and  its  rider.  In  1914  the  Sturgeon  Bay  Public  Utility  took  over  bridge  operations.  Gene's  article  leaves  one 
wondering  if  the  2 differing  designs  represent  tokens  used  for  the  period  before  1914  and  from  1914-1931  when  a new 
bridge  opened  as  a free  bridge  to  the  public. 


We  need  your  articles!  Any  size!  Send  them  today!  jkreichenberger@hotmail.com 


From  the  Editor 


Dare  I say,  "We  are  out  of  the  cold"?  Well  it  is  above  zero!  So  let's  agree  that  spring  is  finally  closing 
in!  We  are  in  luck,  because  the  spring  coin  show  season  is  underway,  and  your  spring  issue  of  NOW 
News  is  in  your  hands!  And  what  an  issue!  Our  transition  is  nearly  complete  and  we  believe  we 
have  a product  that  will  both  uphold  the  past  and  embrace  the  future. 

First  of  all,  you  have  already  noticed  color  on  the  cover,  that's  right,  color!  The  first  color  photos 
ever  produced  in  52  years  on  an  issue  of  NOW  News.  (Be  sure  to  read  the  interesting  history  of  our 
cover  subject  just  under  the  table  of  contents.)  From  now  on,  the  cover  will  be  in  color!  Next,  this 
issue  again  has  outstanding  feature  articles  from  your  fellow  NOW  members,  not  to  mention  our 
regular  departments:  NOW  News  and  Notes,  Show  Reports,  Coin  Clubs,  ANA  news,  U.S.  Mint  and 
BEP  News,  Show  Calendar,  and  BOOKS.  We  have  wonderful  new  books  described  in  this  issue,  and 
an  announcement  about  another  upcoming  book  written  by  a NOW  member.  Technology  does  not 
slip  past  us  either,  as  we  have  the  announcement  of  an  exciting  new  collector  website  brought  to 
you  by  NOW  members,  and  our  own  website  is  being  updated  as  well,  soon  to  add  feature  articles 
from  NOW  News. 


So...  to  learn  more  about  Wauwatosa  Municipal  Badges,  Counterfeit  Half  Dollars,  Alexander 
Mitchell's  Mansion,  The  Dexter  1804  Dollar,  The  National  Currency  List,  and  MORE...  Read  on  and 
spread  the  word!! 

In  the  midst  of  St.  Patrick's  Day,  we  NOW  members  can  truly  feel  lucky  to  be  part  of  such  a diverse 
and  interesting  organization,  and  happy  to  finally  feel  the  warmth  of  spring. 

i and  “PtuftiCi 

As  always,  your  comments  and  correspondence  are  welcome  and  encouraged. 
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N.O.W.  NEWS  AND  NOTES 


N.O.W.  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  MEETING  REPORT 

Your  N.O.W.  Board  of  Governors  met  on  February  23rd  at  the 
annual  N.O.W.  show,  which  was  hosted  by  the  Racine 
Numismatic  Society  at  Roma  Lodge  in  Racine  in  conjunction 
with  their  annual  show  and  celebrating  their  75th  anniversary. 

Present  were  President  Thad  Streeter,  Secretary /Treasurer 
Bill  Oldenburg,  Governors  Ken  Muelling,  Lee  Hartz,  Leon 
Saryan,  Jeff  Reichenberger,  Tom  Casper,  and  Bill  Brandimore. 

Agenda  discussions  included: 

The  N.O.W.  show  calendar  (May  15-16,  2015,  lola  and  possibly  Milwaukee  in  2016  - stay  tuned!) 

Two  pending  open  Board  of  Governor  positions  for  2015.  We  have  two  possible  candidates  for  the 
positions!!  They  will  be  invited  to  our  next  Board  meeting. 

Membership  status.  We  have  17  new  dealer  members  and  3 more  individual  members  since 
January  1st!!  Fantastic!!  (Do  you  know  a possible  new  member?  If  you  do,  sign  them  up!!) 

The  N.O.W.  NEWS  is  off  and  running  from  its  new  location  in  Oshkosh. 

Neil  Shafer  gave  us  a copy  of  his  new  book,  Panic  Scrip,  in  appreciation  for  our  support  in  the 
publishing.  It  will  be  held  by  the  historian  and  is  available  for  any  member  to  borrow  - just  ask! 

Writer's  award  ballots  are  currently  being  tabulated.  Send  in  those  ballots  (and  dues)  folks!!! 

Website:  we  will  soon  begin  having  feature  articles  from  N.O.W.  News,  written  by  our  members 
available  on  our  website!  Check  it  out!  NumismatistSOfwisconsin.com 


Next  B.O.G.  meeting,  May  4,  2014,  Green  Bay  at  Nicolet  Coin  Club's  spring  show. 

Your  Board  of  Governors  meets  at  least  3 times  a year  at  various  venues  throughout  Wisconsin, 
usually  in  conjunction  with  a show.  The  General  Membership  meeting  is  held  yearly  at  the  N.O.W. 
show.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to  talk  to  any  of  the  board  members  with  your  ideas  or  comments. 
N.O.W.  is  YOUR  club,  the  more  input  from  all  members,  the  better  the  club  will  be  for  all  of  us  and 
our  hobby. 
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N.O.W.  NEWS  AND  NOTES  CONTINUED... 


DUES  NOTICE 

Those  of  you  who  have  vet  to  send  in  your  dues,  won't  you  please  do  it  now!?  Don't  let  your 
membership  lapse!  Don't  miss  a single  issue  of  N.O.W.  NEWS!  Your  dues  keep  your  club  running 
and  viable.  It  keeps  our  membership  at  a sustainable  level  allowing  us  to  maintain  our  bulk  postage 
status,  it  finances  the  quarterly  printing  of  your  N.O.W.  News,  and  it  supports  our  efforts  to 
educate  and  promote  the  hobby.  So  send  in  your  dues  ASAP!  THANK  YOU!! 

WEBSITE 

Don't  forget  to  check  out  our  website  for  up-to-date  news,  club  information,  interesting  links,  and 
coming  very  soon  - feature  N.O.W.  NEWS  article  written  by  your  fellow  members!! 

www.numismatistsofwisconsin.com 
SHOW  REPORT 

OSHKOSH,  Wl  - FEBRUARY  16,  2014 

Weather  cooperated  in  Oshkosh  and 
most  of  Wisconsin  on  this  day,  and  the 
collectors  came  out  in  great  numbers 
from  all  over  the  state.  The  31st  annual 
Wisconsin  Coin  Expos  show  was  held  at 
the  Oshkosh  convention  center.  This  is 
the  first  show  of  the  year  for  many,  and 
the  first  sign  for  collectors  and  dealers 
alike  to  begin  to  look  forward  to  spring. 

The  public  trickled  in  quickly  beginning  at 
9am,  that  trickle  became  a flood  by  10 

and  didn't  slow  down  until  after  2:30pm.  Folks  were  eager  to  buy  anything  to  add  to  their 
collections,  and  some  came  with  items  to  sell  also.  Dealers  were  pleased  with  the  turnout  and 
complimented  show  organizer  Randy  Miller  as  they  were  breaking  down  for  the  day.  It's  always 
nice  to  kick-start  the  coin  show  season  with  a robust  show.  Watch  the  Show  Calendar  for  next 
year's  Oshkosh  show  - third  Sunday  of  February  - don't  miss  it! 
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N.O.W.  NEWS  AND  NOTES  CONTINUED... 


SHOW  REPORT 

RACINE,  Wl  - FEBRUARY  23,  2014 

The  Racine  Numismatic  Society's  annual  show  - also  the  N.O.W.  show  this  year  - was  held  at  Roma 
Lodge  on  Sunday,  February  23rd.  This  was  a celebration  of  the  club's  75th  anniversary  and  a tribute 
to  R.S.  Yeoman,  the  founding  father  of  the  Red  Book.  (Current  Red  Book  editor  Ken  Bressett  could 
be  seen  conversing  with  folks  and  walking  the  bourse.)  A blustery  but  sunny  day  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  Wisconsin.  The  first  thing  you  noticed  walking  into  the  venue  was  the  aroma  of  Italian 
food!  There  was  a fine  spread  for  dealers  and  patrons  in  the  front  room  adjacent  to  the  educational 
exhibits.  Moving  into  the  bourse  area,  there  were  approximately  50  dealers  set  up.  The  public 
seemed  to  be  testing  the  cold  air  before  they  decided  to  come  out  in  larger  numbers,  as  it  was 
10:30  or  11  before  a steady  flow  hit  the  floor.  As  is  usually  the  case,  business  was  best  between  the 
hours  of  11  and  2.  Show  coordinator  Bill  Spencer  said  he  thought  the  attendance  was  average  but 
collectors  that  did  come  out  were  enthusiastic  and  made  some  deals. 

COIN  CLUB  NEWS 

MADISON  COIN  CLUB 

The  Madison  Coin  Club's  meetings  in  Feb  and  Mar  focused  on  their  upcoming  show  and  distributed 
fliers  to  the  members  for  advertising:  MADISON  COIN  CLUB’S  82nd  ANNIVERSARY  SHOW 
- SUNDAY  - April  6,  2014  9:00  AM  - 4:00  PM  - MADISON  SHERATON  HOTEL  - For  more 
information,  contact  James  Essence  at  (608)  233-2118,  iimscoins@sbcqlobal.net 

MILWAUKEE  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

The  MNS  is  a volunteer  organization  that  meets  in  the  Community  Meeting  Room  at  Mayfair  Mall 
at  7pm  on  the  third  Thursday  every  month  - interested  visitors  are  welcome.  Upcoming  meeting 
programs  include:  March  - Merit  Badge  Program,  April  - Wisconsin  Military  Medals  Presentation  by 
Fred  Borgmann,  May  - Spring  auction.  Contact:  Justin  Perrault,  262-785-7663  mastersii22^vahoo.corn 

If  you  have  coin  club  news  you  would  like  to  share,  please  send  it  to  the  NOW  NEWS 
editor:  jkreichenberger(@  hotmail.com.  See  our  listing  of  clubs  and  club  meetings  on  the 
next  page. 
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COIN  CLUB  MEETINGS 

BARRON  COUNTY  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  7:00  p.m.  the  2nd  Thursday  at  the  School 
Administration  Bldg.,  700  Augusta  St.,  Rice  Lake. 

Contact  Barron  County  Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box  362,  Rice 
Lake,  Wt  54868. 

CHIPPEWA  VALLEY  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  in  the 
basement  of  Parks  Rec.  Bldg.,  1300  1st  Ave.  in  Eau 
Claire.  E-mail  54701.com/coinclub  or  PO  Box  2140  Eau 
Claire,  Wl  54702. 

ELGIN  IL  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:30  1st  Wednesday  at  the  VFW  Post  1307, 
1601  Weld  Rd.„  Elgin,  IL  60123.  Contact  Don  Cerny,  PO 
Box  561,  S.  Elgin,  IL  60177.  Ph.  847-8881449. 

FISHBOWL  WOODEN  NICKEL  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  the  3rd  Thursday  (April-October);  at  the  Siren 
Senior  Center,  23943  State  Road  35,  Siren,  6:30  traders: 
7:00  business  meeting  (Nov.-March)  at  24136  State 
Road  35/70,  Siren.  Contact  Gary  Schauls,  2702  150th  St., 
Luck,  Wl  54853-3811.  Phone  715-472-2002. 

FOND  DU  LAC  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  the  1st  Tuesday  (May  thru  Sept.)  at  the  Senior 
Center  East  2nd  Street  in  Fond  du  Lac.  Contact  Fond  du 
Lac  Coin  Club,  PO  Box  254,  Oshkosh,  Wl  54903. 

FOX  VALLEY  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  6:30  the  1st  and  3rd  T uesday  of  each  month  at 
Good  Will  Industries,  1800  Appleton  Road,  Menasha. 
Corner  of  HWYs  47  and  10. 

INTNL  BANK  NOTE  SOCIETY  - MIDWEST  CHAPTER 

Meets  at  1:00  the  2nd  Saturday  each  month  at  North 
Shore  Library,  6800  North  Port  Washington  Road  in 
Glendale,  www.mcfls.org/northshorelibrary. 

KENOSHA  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month 
(except  July  & August)  at  3030  39th  Ave,  Kenosha. 
Contact:  Jerry  Binsfeld  262-657-4653. 

KETTLE  MORAINE  COIN  8>  STAMP  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
Silverbrook  Middle  School,  120  N.  Silverbrook  Drive  in 
West  Bend.  Youth  meeting  at  6:30.  Contact:  Dave 
Hunsicker  262-338-6064. 

LAKE  COUNTY  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  7:00  the  1st  Tues.  each  month  at  the  Gurnee 
Police  Facility,  100  N.  O'Plaine  Rd.,  Gurnee,  IL.  Contact: 
George  Efsen,  847-975-5338. 

LAKELAND  COIN  & STAMP  CLUB 

Meets  at  6:45  the  first  and  third  Thursday  of  each 
month  at  Lakeland  Senior  Center,  Woodruff,  Wl. 


MADISON  COIN  CLUB 

The  club  tries  to  meet  at  7:00  pm  on  the  1st  or  2"“' 
Monday  or  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the  Alicia  Ashman 
Branch  of  the  Madison  Public  Library,  733  N.  High  Point 
Road.  Contact  Tom  Galway.  Phone  608-238-1722. 

MANITOWOC  COIN  CLUB 

No  regular  monthly  meetings.  An  annual  coin  show  is 
held  in  February.  Contact  Al  Hrudka  920-775-4979. 

MILWAUKEE  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the 
Mayfair  Mall  Community  Room,  2500  N.  Mayfair  Road 
in  Wauwatosa  (use  # 2 entrance,  east  side  of  mall). 
Contact  www.milwaukeenumismaticsociety.com. 

NICOLET  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  6:30  on  the  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  at  the  Bay 
Family  Restaurant  corner  of  Militry  and  9th  St.  in  G.  Bay. 

RACINE  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  at  Castlewood 
Restaurant,  2815  Wisconsin  St.,  Sturtevant.  Contact  Bill 
Spencer  262-637-7766.  (no  July  or  Aug.  mtg). 

RICHLAND  CENTER  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  7:00  p.m.  on  the  3rd  T uesday  of  each  month  at 
the  Bowling  Alley.  No  meetings  June/July/August. 
Contact  Larry  Schlafer  608-279-1182. 

ROCKFORD  AREA  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  6:30  Thursday  at  North  Suburban  Women's  Club, 
6320  N.  2nd  St.,  Loves  Park,  www.exonumia.com 
/RACC.htm.. Contact:  Rockford  Area  Coin  Club,  c/o 
Darrell  Schultz,  P.O.Box  294,  Cherry  Valley,  IL  61016. 

SHEBOYGAN  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:00  the  1st  and  3'd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at 
Maple  Lanes,  3107  S.  Business  Dr.,  in  Sheboygan. 
Contact  Sheboygan  Coin  Club,  PO  Box  907,  Sheboygan, 
Wl  53082. 

SOUTH  SHORE  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  month  at  St. 
Roman’s  Parish  Office,  1710  W.  Bolivar  Ave.  Milw. 
Contact  Walter  Weis  414-384-7966.  www.ssccmke.org. 

WAUKESHA  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  1st  Wednesday  of  month  at 
the  Waukesha  Salvation  Army  at  445  Madison  St., 
Waukesha.  Contact  Forrest  Schumacher,  2300  Avalon 
Drive,  Waukesha,  Wl  53186.  Ph:  262-542-5990. 
www.waukeshaco-inclub.com. 

WISCONSIN  VALLEY  COIN  CLUB 

Meets  at  6:30  on  the  1st  Si  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  Schofield  Coin  8i  Hobby,  754  Grand  Ave.,  Schofield, 
Wl  54476.  (June,  July,  Aug.  mtg  3rd  Tue.)  Contact  Thad 
Streeter  5002  Tanya  St.  Schofield,  Wl  54478  Ph.715- 
574-2777. 
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WAUWATOSA'S  MISLEADING  BADGE  by  Fred  J Borgmann 


There  are  times  when  the  acquired  knowledge  of  a long  time  collector  can  see  through  the  obvious. 
Here  is  a badge  that  was  listed  as  "a  great  gold  colored  badge  for  a Supervisor  of  the  4th  Ward,  City 
of  Wauwatosa"  which  is  exactly  what  is  inscribed  on  the  front  of  the  badge  in  black  enameled 
lettering.  True  the  city  of  Wauwatosa  was  divided  into  wards  but  the  wards  were  represented  by 
aldermen  and  not  supervisors,  when  this  badge  was  issued.  Wauwatosa  is  in  Milwaukee  County, 
which  is  divided  into  districts  represented  by  supervisors  forming  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Wauwatosa's  4th  ward  was  one  of  those  county  districts.  The  shape  and  design  of  this  badge  is  the 
standard  Milwaukee  County  civilian  official's  badge  of  the  1890's.  Even  more  interesting  is  that 
every  badge  of  this  type  (that  I have  seen)  is  in  10k  gold.  These  badges  usually  do  not  have  gold 
content  marks  since  they  were  made  a decade  before  that  was  required  by  law. 

So  what  we  really  have  here  is  a Milwaukee  County  Supervisor's  badge. 

This  is  also  a private  purchase  type  badge  and  as  such  the  original  owner  or  whoever  purchased  the 
badge  for  him  may  have  felt  that  the  county  affiliation  was  self-evident  at  that  time  and  therefore 
may  have  thought  that  the  district  name  was  more  important  than  the  county  name. 

This  badge  is  46  mm  in  diameter  from  point  to  point  and  the  body  of  the  badge  is  only  'A  mm  thick. 
The  lack  of  enamel  damage  to  this  thin  badge  indicates  that  the  original  owner  didn't  carry  it  in  his 
wallet  or  at  least  never  sat  on  it.  The  badge  weighs  10.05  grams  and  has  a specific  gravity  of  11.158 
- 11.166  which  indicates  9-10  karat  gold  depending  on  the  alloy. 
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Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 

303  E.  College  Avenue.  Appleton,  Wl 


59th  Annual  Spring  Coin  Show 
Sunday,  April  13,  2014 
9:00  am  - 4:00  pm 


Darboy  Club 

N9695  Cty.  Rd.  N 
Appleton  (Darboy),  WI 


Drawings  3:00  pm 

U.S.A.  $5  Gold  Piece  1st  Prize 
Silver  Dollars/Proof  Sets 
Other  Valuable  Prizes 


FREE  ADMISSION! 


Greater  Milwaukee 
Coin  a Jewelry 


Brookfield 

262-781-4200 
4040  N.  Calhoun  Rd. 
Mon-Fri  10-5 
Sat  1 0-2 


Waukesha 

262-896-8955 
615  N.  Barstow 
Wed  Thu  Fri  10-6 
Sat  10-3 


We  Pay  Top  Prices! 

We  need  inventory  for  our  customers 
and  for  our  many  National  Coin  Shows. 


Buying  and  Selling 

• Coins 

• Jewelry 

• Paper  Money 

• Proof  and  Mint  Sets 

• US  and  Foreign 

• Certified  Coins 

• Gold  and  Silver 

• Supplies 


Professional  Appraisals 
Over  50  Years  Experience 
Buying  Estates 


I V -J 


AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


€^NGC 

Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation 

IIDIIHIHIlHHil 


■)>/- 
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Give  Us  a Call  or  Stop  By 

www.milwaukeecoin.com 


DO  YOU  ACTIVELY  BUY  AND  SELL  COUNTERFEIT  COINS  ? 

-by  Jeff  Reichenberger 

This  question  is  not  directed  to  those  scoundrels  who  are  currently  flooding  the  market  with 
Chinese  manufactured  coin  products,  and  others  like  them.  Those  are  copies  of  rare  or  valuable 
coins  produced  in  our  time,  meant  to  deceive  collectors.  The  question  is  meant  for  those  of  us  who 
would  pursue,  purchase,  sell,  resell,  or  trade  the  fascinating  and  growing  numismatic  genre  of 
'Contemporary  Counterfeits'. 

The  term  'Contemporary  Counterfeit'  refers  to  counterfeit  coins  that  were  made  to  use  in 
commerce  for  general  purpose,  to  pass  off  to  merchants  as  real  money  for  everyday  supplies.  A 
storeowner  in  1800  might  accept  a bogus  large  cent  for  a pound  of  flour  and  be  none  the  wiser. 
Then  pass  it  on  to  some  other  person  unaware  of  what  a proper  large  cent  should  look  like,  and  so 
on.  These  coins  in  effect,  became  money;  however,  the  U.  S.  mint  did  not  produce  them.  Many 
types  of  coins  have  been  counterfeited  for  such  purposes,  from  Colonial  issues  through  U.  S. 
dollars. 

This  article  focuses  on  the  most  prolific  type  of  contemporary  counterfeit  coin;  the  Capped  Bust 
Half  Dollars  of  1807  - 1839.  Circulating  counterfeit  coinage  (contemporary  counterfeits)  is  almost 
unheard  of  in  today's  economy  because  the  purchasing  power  of 
coins  in  so  small.  But  in  the  1820's  and  1830's  fifty  cents  was  a day's 
wages  and  coin  counterfeiting  was  extensive.  According  to  Keith 
Davignon,  in  his  book  "Contemporary  Counterfeit  Capped  Bust  Half 
Dollars"  (CCCBHD)  2nd  Edition  2010,  which  could  be  considered  the 
'bible'  on  the  subject,  "The  low  level  of  education  and  literacy  of  the 
common  store  clerk  made  passing  bogus  coins  fairly  easy  and  the 
success  of  early  counterfeiters  can  be  measured  by  the  quantities  of 
these  coins  that  survive  to  this  day."  Often  the  counterfeit  coins 
circulated  for  decades,  some  were  made  so  crudely  that  today's 
collector  would  find  it  unbelievable  that  they  would  go  undetected, 
others  were  executed  with  great  skill  as  to  fool  even  today's 
numismatist. 

WHY  WAS  COUNTERFEITING  SO  RAMPANT  IN  THE  1820;S  AND  1830'S  ? 

There  are  a number  of  contributing  factors.  There  was  a huge  population  growth  and  with  it,  an 
unprecedented  expansion  of  business.  The  country  desperately  needed  means  of  exchange  and  the 
young  U.S.  mint  could  not  keep  up  with  demand.  There  was  no  Federal  paper  currency  at  the  time, 
paper  came  from  private  banks,  and  foreign  coinage  such  as  those  from  Spain  (Reales,  and  fractions 
thereof)  and  small  denomination  British  copper  were  more  commonly  circulated  than  those  minted 
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in  America.  There  were  other  foreign  coins  in  circulation  as  well,  which  muddied  the  waters  even 
more.  A good  portion  of  the  population  seldom  saw  U.  S.  half  dollars,  so  they  didn't  know  when 
they  took  in  a bogus  coin  along  with  a British  pence  or  Spanish  2 reales.  Davignon  explains,  "When 
you  combine  this  huge  diversity  of  types  of  monies  with  a general  lack  of  education,  you  had  an 
incredibly  fertile  ground  for  counterfeiting."  Also  during  this  period,  in  the  late  1830's,  the 
economy  was  in  decline  and  folks  tended  to  hoard  coins,  making  it  easier  to  pass  fakes. 

WHY  DID  COUNTERFEITERS  TARGET  CAPPED  BUST  HALF  DOLLARS  ? 


There  are  several  reasons.  The  large  coins  carried  more  value  than  that  of  small  coins,  and 
seemingly  a large  coin  with  large  devices  would  be  easier  for  unskilled  counterfeiters  to  produce 
than  a small  coin;  the  huge  quantities  of  foreign  coinage  in  circulation;  and  foremost,  the  fact  that 
the  Half  Dollar  was  simply  the  largest  denomination  coin  that  ultimately  circulated  widely.  The  legal 
tender  system  was  bimetallic,  which  set  a ratio  of  the  value  of  gold  and  silver.  The  system  was 

difficult  to  regulate  and  the  ratio  would  change  in  the 
open  world  market.  This  caused  overvaluation  of  the 
metals,  since  gold  was  relatively  scarce  in  the  early 
and  mid-nineteenth  century,  it  was  usually  the 
largest  silver  coins  (dollars)  that  would  disappear  to 
be  melted.  The  bullion  was  then  used  to  purchase 
more  coins  to  be  melted,  etc.  etc. 


On  January  1,  1800,  Mint  Director  Elias  Boudinot  reported  to  President  Adams,  "The  Director 
(Boudinot)  is  sorry  to  observe  that  the  practice  of  melting  down  coin  of  the  United  States,  is 
becoming  too  common,  to  the  manifest  loss  of  the  United  States.  As  there  are  not  any  laws 
prohibiting  it...."  This  melting-buying-melting  pattern  made  it  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  keep 
dollars  in  circulation.  Indeed,  the  U.S.  halted  the  minting  of  dollars  in  1803,  and  in  spite  of  some 
congressional  rumbling  to  reinstate  the  dollar,  the  practice  continued  into  Jefferson's  second 
administration.  In  May  of  1806,  Secretary  of  State  James  Madison,  after  meeting  with  the  directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  instructed  Mint  Director  Robert  Patterson;  "...that  considerable 
purchases  have  been  made  of  dollars  coined  at  the  Mint  for  the  purpose  of  exporting  them,  as  it  is 
probable  further  purchases  and  exportations  will  be  made,  the  President  (Jefferson)  directs  that  all 
the  silver  to  be  coined  at  the  Mint  shall  be  of  small  denomination,  so  that  the  value  of  the  largest 
piece  shall  not  exceed  half  a dollar." 


There  were  no  dollars  produced  in  the  U.S.  for  over  30  years,  resulting  in  the  half  dollar  becoming 
the  largest  denomination  silver  coin  circulated  during  this  period.  (Roughly  1800  to  1835).  A period 
of  history,  Davignon  points  out,  that  became  known  as  the  "heyday  of  counterfeiting  in  this 
country."  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars  became,  by  far,  the  most  commonly  counterfeited  coin  in 
America  during  this  time. 
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HOW  DID  COUNTERFEITERS  PRODUCE  THE  HALF  DOLLARS  ? 


Early  on,  cast  copies  were  made  with  soft  metals.  These  were  largely  ineffective,  the  casting  so 
crude  and  the  metal  was  so  unlike  coins  that  they  were  spotted  quite  easily  even  by  layman.  The 
most  successful  counterfeits  were  made  from  homemade  dies,  the  engravers  trying  their  best  to 
copy  the  originals.  The  early  die-cut  varieties  were  often  struck  in  copper  or  bronze  and  then  plated 
with  a silver  wash  solution.  Many  of  the  more  well  executed  'coins'  would  circulate  undetected 
until  the  silver  began  to  wear  off  revealing  the  base  metal  beneath.  'German  silver',  consisting  of 
nickel,  copper,  and  zinc  was  used  extensively  in  the  early  1830's.  Similar  in  color  and  weight  to 
silver,  the  die-struck  coins  in  this  metal  were  circulated  in  large  quantities  with  great  success. 

The  range  of  skill  of  execution  ran  the  spectrum  from  excellent  to  lousy.  Some  of  the  bogus  coins 
were  done  very  well,  as  though  skilled  engravers  had  to  be  the  ones  making  the  dies.  Speculation 
suggests  that  in  some  cases  medal  die  engravers,  and/or  skilled  metal  craftsmen  did  the  work. 
Davignon  goes  one  further,  suggesting  some  actual  genuine  dies  may  have  been  in  use,  as  he 
explains;  " While  die  variety  collectors  of  today  are  thankful  for  the  lack  of  uniformity  in  Bust  Half 
Dollars  prior  to  1836,  so  were  the  counterfeiters!  After  examining  several  of  the  really  well-made 
bust  half  counterfeits,  on  cannot  help  but  wonder  whether  the  counterfeiters  may  have  gotten  their 
hands  on  genuine  dies  or  hubs  to  aid  in  the  manufacture  of  some  counterfeit  dies."  In  the  early  days 
of  the  mint,  while  security  was  a priority,  less  attention  was  paid  to  worn  dies  and  other  minting 
tools  no  longer  in  use,  they  were  simply  trashed.  Davignon  explains;  "Could  it  be  possible  that 
genuine  dies  or  hubs  somehow  left  the  mint  to  be  used  by  counterfeiters?  Today  it  is  highly  unlikely 
that  such  a breach  of  security  could  occur.  In  actuality,  while  security  of  bullion  and  current  working 
hubs  and  dies  at  the  early  Mint  was  no  doubt  strict,  outdated  or  broken  dies  were  treated  literally 
like  scrap  iron."  Those  counterfeiters  without  the  means  to  obtain  genuine  dies  or  employ  skilled 
die  makers  were  left  to  their  own  skill,  or  lack  thereof,  and  often  their  products  were  downright 
crude  as  to  be  laughable,  particularly  to  today's  numismatist,  but  in  that  time  they  were  still  widely 
accepted. 


The  counterfeiters  used  many  methods  and  'tools  of  the  trade'  to  make  their  products.  Tools  and 
plates,  dies,  molds,  and  striking  apparatus  exist  to  verify  the  bogus  coin  making  industry.  The  lone 
counterfeiter,  perhaps  setting  up  shop  in  a back 
room  of  his  house  might  utilize  homemade  striking 
tools,  fitted  with  engraved  plates  for  dies,  and 
struck  with  a maul.  Others  manufactured  the  coins 
in  quantity  with  varying  degrees  of  sophistication 
in  mass-production  workshops  in  outlying 
territories  or  Mexico. 
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Shown  here  is  an  obverse  die  for  an  18S1  counterfeit 
half  and  an  actual  coin  struck  from  it 


Pictured  above  is  a die 
and  tool  displayed  at  the 
"Settlement"  exhibit  of 
the  Michigan  Historical 
Museum.  The  die  plate 
lies  behind  the  tool. 
Holes  in  the  plate  were 
used  to  hold  it  in  place 
on  the  tool,  and  then 
struck  with  a heavy 
hammer.  The  blob  in  the 
foreground  is  a wax 
impression  of  the  die, 
dated  1832.  At  left  is  an 
obverse  and  reverse 
mold  created  from  a 
genuine  coin. 


IS  IT  EASY  TO  DETECT  COUNTERFEIT  CAPPED  BUST  HALF  DOLLARS  ? 

For  the  most  part,  an  experienced  numismatist,  particularly  the  specialist  in  early  half  dollars,  will 
have  little  difficulty  spotting  a bogus  coin.  Knowing  well  what  the  real  thing  is  supposed  to  look  like 
is  the  key.  If  something  looks  'off ',  then  the  numismatist  is  instantly  suspicious.  However,  not  all 
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contemporary  counterfeits  expose  themselves  on  first  glance,  especially  to  the  unseasoned 
collector.  It  is  wise  to  look  closer,  examine  the  size,  and  check  to  make  sure  the  planchet  is  round, 
not  undersized  or  oversized.  Holding  the  coin  can  also  be  important.  Is  the  coin  too  heavy  or  too 
light?  The  mixed  metals  used  in  creating  counterfeits,  copper,  bronze,  lead  and  tin  alloys  will  not  be 
the  correct  weight.  German  silver  mentioned  previously,  was  the  most  popular  alloy  used  and 
closest  in  weight  and  color.  The  'feel'  of  a coin  struck  in  German  silver  was  waxy  and  it  would  not 
withstand  the  'ring'  test.  None  of  the  alloys  used  in  contemporary  counterfeits  sounded  like  the 
real  thing  when  tapped  on  the  edge.  Finally,  if  a coin  survives  all  of  that  scrutiny,  it  can  be  weighed 
or  even  given  the  specific  gravity  test.  Ultimately,  there  are  few  Contemporary  Counterfeit  Capped 
Bust  Half  Dollars  that  will  go  undetected  by  anyone  with  experience  in  the  real  thing.  Novice 
collectors  should  first  use  their  own  instincts,  if  something  looks  funny,  use  caution,  compare,  and 
consult  a more  experienced  friend  or  trusted  dealer. 

THE  FUN  AND  LEGALITY  OF  COLLECTING  COUNTERFEIT  HALVES. 

Is  it  legal  to  own  these  coins  today?  Is  it  legal  to  buy,  sell,  and  trade  them 
today?  I once  posed  these  questions  to  local  coin  dealer  Jim  Skwarek  of 
Jim's  Coins  & Tokens  of  Milwaukee.  At  one  time  I noticed  he  had  a few 
contemporary  counterfeits  in  his  case  and  we  talked  about  them.  We 
have  since  had  several  more  conversations  about  the  coins.  Jim  actively 
seeks  them  out  at  coin  shows,  not  only  for  resale,  but  he  also  keeps  a very 
nice  collection  that  he  has  been  working  on  for  more  than  20  years.  He 
was  kind  enough  to  show  me  his  collection,  housed  in  old  Wayte 
Raymond  boards,  they  make  a handsome  display.  Jim  says,  "The  history  of 
these  coins  is  intriguing.  The  average  person  using  them  did  not  know  they 
were  counterfeit,  they  used  them  as  money.  The  coins  became  a part  of 
commerce  of  those  times."  Jim  is  not  concerned  with  the  fact  that  they 
are,  or  were  counterfeit.  He  says,  "Today  they  are  collectables  and  an 
interesting  part  of  U.S.  numismatic  history.  When  offered  for  sale  they  are 
clearly  marked  on  the  holder  and  not  meant  to  deceive  anyone  as  being 
genuine  U.  S.  Mint  products."  Stop  by  Jim's  table  at  the  next  coin  show 
and  ask  him  to  show  you  one  of  these  historic  coins. 

But  is  there  any  danger  in  collecting  these  coins?  The  Feds  won't  come  knocking  on  your  door  if  you 
own  one,  but  collectors  should  be  alert  enough  to  recognize  if  a bogus  half  dollar  is  being  passed 
off  as  genuine.  Sometimes  dealers  might  make  an  honest  mistake  on  one  of  the  better  executed 
and  well-worn  fakes.  Keith  Davignon  explains,  "Usually  there  is  little  difference  in  the  actual  dollar 
value  between  a bogus  half  dollar  and  a genuine  coin  in  low  grade.  Little  harm  is  done  and  for  some 
early  dates  the  bogus  coin  is  probably  worth  more  to  the  CCCBHD  collector  than  the  low  grade 
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genuine  coin.  Upon  discovery,  reputable  coin  dealers  will  accept  the  return  of  a counterfeit  with  no 
time  limit,  giving  a full  refund." 

Another  danger  is  that  a piece  may  be  offered  as  a "pattern",  "experimental  die  trial",  or  a new 
bust  half  die  variety.  This  possibility  appears  slim  in  this  day  and  age  with  the  far-ranging 
knowledge  and  reference  material  available  to  collectors,  never-the-less  collectors  who  are  novice 
in  bust  coinage  are  advised  to  steer  clear  and  bolster  their  education  before  entering  the  realm  of 
patterns  or  die  varieties.  According  to  Davignon, 

"There  are  lettered  edge  halves  of  the  years  1837 
and  1838,  which  are  relatively  deceptive.  A 
surprising  amount  of  debate  and  controversy  has 
taken  place  in  the  numismatic  press  over  the  last 
several  decades  over  these  pieces. ..Education  is  the 
Key;  there  are  no  genuine  lettered  edge  half  dollars 
dated  later  than  1836,  experimental  or  otherwise, 
period  - end  of  story. " 


This  1837  lettered-edge  half  looks  fairly  convincing but  the 

U.S.  Mint  never  made  any  1837  lettered-edge  halves! 


Davignon  goes  into  great  detail  on  the  question  of  legality  and  asks  these  questions;  "Is  this  hobby 
legal?  If  illegal,  what  are  the  risks?  Do  collectors  face  prison,  fines,  or  confiscation?  If  technically 
illegal,  does  the  Government  really  care?  Does  the  Secret  Service  have  more  important  things  to  do? 
Or  simply,  is  the  law  enforced?"  Counterfeiting  laws  are  obviously  necessary  and  still  in  place  but 
Federal  agents  are  consumed  by  controlling  the  counterfeiting  of  present  day  U.S.  paper  currency 
and  one  would  think  they  would  have  little  time  or  concern  for  collectors  of  fake  coins  from  the 
1800's.  "But  the  bottom  line  remains  that  all  coins  ever  minted  by  the  U.S.  are  still  regarded  as 
having  legal  tender  status.  Counterfeits  of  such  coins  remain  illegal  to  own  or  trade,  regardless  of 
whether  they  were  made  150  years  ago  or  yesterday.  Collectors  who  pursue  and  acquire  these  old 
coins  for  scholarly,  historical,  or  just  plain  curiosity,  run  the  risk,  however  tiny,  of  having  their 
collections  confiscated  by  the  U.S.  Government.  Do  such  collectors  run  the  risk  of  prosecution?  I 
think  not,  as  intent  to  defraud  by  knowingly  passing  as  genuine  is  a critical  part  of  a criminal  case 
involving  one  found  in  possession  of  counterfeits  today." 

So  what  does  this  mean  for  us?  Should  we  continue  to  collect  these  centuries-old  numismatic 
treasures?  Absolutely!  Should  we  be  aware  of  the  minute  risk  of  confiscation?  Sure!  Should  we 
always  honestly  and  clearly  label  them  'counterfeit'  and  educate  and  relate  their  significance  to 
anyone  interested?  Of  course!  The  fun  of  collecting  these  coins  IS  the  history.  Reading  about  the 
counterfeiters,  how  they  did  it,  when  and  why,  is  fascinating.  The  coins  themselves  are  fun  to  look 
at  and  feel,  the  crudeness  or  in  some  cases,  the  fineness.  You  can  collect  them  by  date,  1807  - 
1842,  and  die  variety.  Davignon  lists  and  illustrates  Obverse  and  Reverse  dies  by  numbers  and 
letters  respectively  of  some  340  currently  known  varieties!  Of  which  there  are  rare,  scarce,  and 
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common  examples  to  be  found.  Cost  of  the  coins  varies,  but  generally  they  can  be  had  in  the  $75  - 
$300  range. 

There  is  a growing  interest  and  collector  population  in  this  enthralling  branch  of  the  hobby  and  it  is 
worth  a look  for  the  history,  education,  relatively  low-cost,  and  fun. 

Sources: 

The  main  source  for  this  article  is  "Contemporary  Counterfeit  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars"  2nd  Edition,  2010,  by  Keith  R. 
Davignon,  Edited  by  Richard  W.  Irons 

Thanks  to  Jim  Skwarekfor  sharing  his  incite  and  collection. 

Photos  of  the  dies  and  tools  were  reproduced  from  "CCCBHD"  and  used  with  permission  from  Keith  Davignon 
The  remaining  photos  were  taken  by  the  author. 


100  years  ago  in  U.S.  coinage... 

In  1914  the  United  States  produced  a number  of  coins  that  have  become  interesting,  and  scarce 
varieties  for  collectors  today.  A 1914  type  set  including  branch  mints  presents  a rewarding  and 
pricey  challenge: 

The  1914  D Lincoln  cent  is  considered  a key  to  the  series  - expect  to  pay  nearly  $500  for  an 
example  in  VF  condition. 

The  1914  D Buffalo  Nickel  can  be  a challenge  to  find  in  choice  VF,  expect  to  pay  $300+,  and  the 
series  also  has  an  overdate  1914/3  that  commands  $1000  in  EF  condition. 

The  Barber  series  saw  some  low  mintages  in  1914  resulting  in  semi-keys  - the  1914S  has  the  lowest 
mintage  for  Dimes  at  just  over  2 million  but  remains  affordable  at  $40  in  EF,  the  1914S  Quarter  by 
contrast  had  a mintage  of  just  264,000  resulting  in  today's  price  tag  of  $800  for  an  EF  example.  The 
1914  Barber  Half  saw  just  124,230  minted,  expect  to  pay  $600  for  a low  VF  example,  astonishingly, 
compare  that  to  its  counterpart  100  years  earlier,  the  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar  of  1814,  where  a 
choice  VF  coin  will  cost  around  $350. 

The  Indian  Head  incuse  design  graced  the  Quarter  and  Half  Eagles  of  1914  and  they  are  available 
and  affordable  gold  pieces  today,  $300  and  $485  respectively  in  EF. 

Eagles  and  Double  Eagles  in  1914  were  of  the  St.  Gaudens  type,  the  Indian  Head  Eagle,  and  the 
forward  striding  Liberty  Double  Eagle  - neither  command  premiums  above  the  norm  today,  $925 
and  $1850  respectively  in  EF  condition,  but  both  are  highly  regarded  and  collected  largely  because 
of  the  St.  Gaudens  designs. 
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BOOKS! 

CIVIL  WAR  STAMP  ENVELOPES  - The  Issuers  & Their  Times,  Author  Fred  l Reed  ill, 
2013,  BNR  Press,  Port  Clinton,  Ohio,  Foreword  by  Art  Paradis,  An  Appreciation  by  Chester  L.  Krause 

Reviewed  by  John  and  Nancy  Wilson 

Fred  L.  Reed  III  covers  the  subject  of  these 
envelopes  in  such  an  authoritative  manner  that 
nobody  will  have  to  look  further  than  this  reference 
for  information.  Coming  in  at  4 pounds,  we  consider  it 
a "Heavyweight  Champion"  of  books.  It  is  softcover, 

8.5  x 11  inches  and  has  672  pages  with  about  1,500 
black  and  white  illustrations.  The  "Foreword"  was 
done  by  Art  Paradis,  who  over  the  last  13  years 
collected  213  different  varieties  of  postage  currency 
envelopes.  Our  interest  in  these  envelopes  started 
many  years  ago  when  we  received  a listing  of  these 
envelopes  from  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  dealer,  Kevin 
Foley,  in  the  middle  1980s. 

Hoarding  of  small  change  or  specie  in  1861-62 
brought  about  by  the  Civil  War  caused  havoc  with 
merchants  and  businesses  who  were  trying  to  conduct 
their  daily  business.  A Law  was  passed  on  July  17, 

1862,  authorizing  the  gummed  postage  stamps  to  be  used  as  money.  Some  innovative  merchant 
came  up  with  the  idea  to  place  postage  stamps  in  an  envelope  with  the  amount  posted  on  the 
outside. 

Few  have  covered  the  civil  war  monetary  system  like  Mr.  Reed  has.  He  divides  the  civil  war 
monetary  system  into  four  sections.  Part  I will  look  at  the  federal  and  private  Postage 
Currency.  Part  II  was  encased  stamps,  which  he  covered  in  a separate  book.  Part  III  covers,  "A 
Numismatists  Perspective  of  the  Civil  War  series."  Part  IV,  will  look  at  Civil  War  era  counterfeiting. 

Fred  Reed  lists  all  the  known  U.S.  postage  currency  envelopes  in  alphabetical  order  by 
state.  There  are  128  issuers  and  514  different  varieties  produced  by  them.  Almost  all  varieties  are 
illustrated  and  extensive  census  and  provenance  data  is  given,  along  with  auction  prices  realized  for 
these  scarce  monetary  instruments  over  the  last  century  of  their  active  collecting."  In  this  book  he 
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uses  the  same  catalog  numbers  he  gave  to  Arthur  and  Ira  Friedberg  for  their  19th  and  20th  Editions 
for  Paper  Money  of  the  United  States. 

We  now  have  the  definitive  reference  on  the  envelopes  and  can  study  them  in  a knowledgeable 
manner.  This  "Heavyweight  Champion"  of  references  is  well  worth  the  price  of  $59.95  softcover  or 
$95  hardcover  (not  Smyth-sewn).  Postage,  handling  and  insurance  per  book  is  $10. 

It  is  available  from  BNR  Press,  132  East  Second  Street,  Port  Clinton,  OH.  43452-1115  or  call  (419) 
732-6683. 

COLLECTIBLE  IKE  VARIETIES:  Facts,  Photos  and  Theories  (CoinWeek) 

Author  / Editor:  Rob  Ezerman;  David  Golan;  Herbert  Hicks; 

Gary  Hoop;  Andrew  Oskam;  Bill  Sanders;  Brian  Vaile  (IKE 
GROUP) 

The  Ike  Group's  Top  Collectible  Varieties  and  our  research 
on  each.  The  first  section  is  our  top  21  Collectible  Ike 
Varieties  (our  DIVA's),  with  facts,  photos  and  comments. 

The  second  section  is  the  core  of  the  Ike  Group's  research: 
highlights  include  a photo  copy  of  Herb  Hick's  amazing  1974 
article  on  the  three  71-72  reverses  (known  at  that  time);  a 
photo  copy  of  Del  Romine's  only  article  published  in  the 
numismatic  press,  a pithy  essay  by  Sam  Petry  whom  many  of 
you  will  recognize  from  the  PCGS  US  Coin  Forum,  a sharp 
essay  by  Andy  on  minting  metallurgy,  and  photo  copies  of 
the  72-73  Mint  records  of  Ike  hubs  and  dies  from  early  1970. 

One  heck  of  a good  book  for  all  modern  coin  collectors. 

First  Edition  June  2011.  Paperback,  Spiral  or  Hardcover.  Size  8.5x11.  500  pages.  Available  on  the 
web  at  Amazon,  Wizard,  Ebay  or  at  most  numismatic  book  sellers. 


COLLECTIBLE  IKE  VARIETIES 
Fact*  ■ Photo*  ■ Thoorio* 

IKE  GROUP 


GRADING  GUIDE  FOR  EARLY  AMERICAN  COPPER  COINS  (EAC  press  release) 

Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.  (EAC)  is  pleased  to  announce  the  upcoming  publication  of  its  first 
book,  the  new  Grading  Guide  For  Early  American  Copper  Coins.  This  profusely  illustrated,  192-page 
hardcover  book  fully  describes  the  process  of  grading  early  American  copper  coins  as  practiced  by 
collectors  who  specialize  in  them.  It  will  become  available  to  members  at  the  EAC  convention  in 
Colorado  Springs,  CO,  May  1-4,  2014  and  to  the  public  immediately  thereafter. 
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The  cover  price  will  be  $54.95  plus  $5  P&H.  EAC  or  C4  members  in  good  standing  will  get  a $5 
discount.  Members  purchasing  the  book  at  the  EAC  convention  will  pay  only  $45.  All  proceeds  from 
the  book  will  go  to  EAC  to  support  its  educational  and  outreach  activities. 

Because  copper  coins  were  the  money  of  the  people  and  (unlike  gold  coins)  were  heavily  used  in 
commerce,  because  they  are  heavy  and  soft,  and  because  copper  is  more  reactive  to  oxidation  than 
silver  or  gold,  they  received  more  wear  and  damage  than  early  gold  and  silver  coins.  Because  their 
relative  value  did  not  fluctuate  like  that  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  they  were  less  subject  to  mass 
meltings  during  their  time  of  circulation.  Thus,  many  stayed  in  circulation  until  they  were 
unrecognizable  due  to  wear  or  corrosion.  Yet,  because  these  coins  were  the  money  of  the  fledgling 
United  States,  and  because  the  insults  that  plagued  them  add  to  their  charm,  the  collectors  of  early 
copper  are  among  the  most  dedicated  and  involved  in  all  of  numismatics. 

Nevertheless,  the  different  grading  standards  early  copper  specialists  use  from  the  commercial 
standards  in  the  rest  of  US  numismatics,  and  the  different  way  they  account  for  damage  to  coins 
from  that  used  by  the  rest  of  numismatics  adds  an 
extra  level  of  complexity  and  concern  for  those  who 
might  wish  to  collect  these  endlessly  fascinating 
coins.  This  book  addresses  that  complexity  and 
concern  by  thoroughly  describing  the  grading 
standards  and  processes  used  by  specialists  in  the 
field  and  comparing  them  to  the  commercial 
standards  and  processes  used  in  the  rest  of 
numismatics,  with  the  goal  of  making  copper 
collecting  easier,  more  enjoyable  and  more  fulfilling 
for  all. 

Grades  from  About  Good  to  Mint  State  (and  higher 
Mint  State  grades,  where  such  coins  exist)  of  nearly 
all  series  are  illustrated  by  full  color  photos  twice  the 
diameter  of  the  coin.  Most  of  the  images  have  been 
taken,  with  permission,  from  the  auction  lot  archives 
of  Ira  and  Larry  Goldberg,  Auctioneers,  Heritage 
Auctions  and  Stacks-Bowers  Galleries. 

The  book  addresses  each  of  the  different  types  of  half  cents  and  large  cents  individually.  Earlier 
grading  guides  have  lumped  together  several  half  cent  and  large  cent  head  styles  with  substantially 
different  wear  patterns,  causing  confusion  that  this  guide  avoids.  Liberty  Cap  half  cent  and  cent 
grading  standards  are  illustrated  and  discussed  by  date,  as  are  two  distinct  head  styles  each  of 
Chain,  Draped  Bust  and  Braided  Hair  cents,  and  four  head  styles  of  Coronet  cents.  Of  particular 
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importance,  there  is  an  illustrated  explanation  of  the  differences  between  the  traditional  technical 
sharpness  standards  used  in  EAC  and  those  used  commercially. 

No  other  guide  provides  as  much  information  about  grading  the  Confederation  era  coinages.  A 
chapter  is  devoted  to  standards  for  grading  Confederation  era  state  copper  coins  (Connecticut, 
Vermont  and  New  Jersey  coppers  and  Massachusetts  cents  and  half  cents)  and  Fugio  cents. 

In  addition,  about  20  pages  are  devoted  to  fully  explaining  and  clearly  describing  the  unique  and 
supposedly  mysterious  process  of  "net  grading"  used  by  specialists  to  account  for  post-striking 
damage  in  determining  a grade.  Since  defects  impact  the  grade  of  higher-grade  coins  more 
severely,  net  grading  is  described  for  each  sharpness  grade  from  Good  to  Mint  State.  Large  color 
photos  identify  the  defects  that  lead  to  the  net  grade. 

Its  chapters  also  directly  address  the  history  of  the  grading  of  early  coppers,  the  differences 
between  technical  and  market  grading,  authentication,  the  handling  and  preservation  of  early 
coppers,  and  factors  other  than  grade  that  affect  value.  EAC  members  have  discussed  producing 
such  a guide  ever  since  the  second  meeting  of  the  club  in  1969,  so  it  can  be  said  that  this  book  has 
been  45  years  in  the  making.  The  authors  have  worked  for  two  years  to  produce  it.  For  anyone  with 
an  interest  in  the  first  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  for  anyone  who  wants  to  learn  to 
grade  these  coins  as  well  as  a professional,  and  thereby  find  the  greatest  possible  value  in  early 
copper  coins,  this  book  is  indispensable. 

An  order  form  can  be  downloaded  at:  http://eacs.org/Book%20lnvoice.pdf  For  additional 
information  including  ordering  for  resale,  please  contact  halfcent(a>mac.com. 


Oshkosh  Collection  Leads  to  Major  1804  Dollar 
Discoveries  to  be  Announced  at  April  Central  States 

Convention 

Thursday,  April  24,  2014,  6:30  PM  - Room  Nirvana  C 
By  Mark  Ferguson,  N.O.W.  Life  Member  24 

Owning  an  1804  silver  dollar,  The  King  of  American  Coins,  is  a collector's  dream;  one  that 
Oshkosh  collector  H.O.  Granberg  achieved  in  1908  when  he  acquired  the  Idler  Specimen.  It  is  now 
owned  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association  and  on  display  in  its  Colorado  Springs  museum. 
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This  is  fitting  because  Granberg  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  ANA  between  1911  and 
1914,  and  president  from  1915  to  1916.  He  was  in  the  mining  business  in  Colorado  and  Wyoming, 
but  maintained  his  home  in  Oshkosh,  which  I purchased  in  1983. 

That  purchase  led  to  two  original 
works  of  art,  circa  1887,  commemorating 
1804  Dollars  that  I acquired  from  a family 
member  of  Granberg's  who  lived  in  Denver. 

One  was  a beautiful  rendition  of  an  1804 
Dollar  in  a red  display  case  with  an 
impeccably  lettered  story  of  the  1804  Dollar 
below  it.  The  other  was  comprised  of  pen- 
and-ink  reproductions  of  related  documents. 

With  those  acquisitions  my  25  year  research 
project  began,  resulting  in  a new  book,  The 
Dollar  of  1804:  The  U.S.  Mint's  Hidden 
Secret 

The  artworks  were  originally 
commissioned  by  Denver  banker  James  V. 

Dexter  who  purchased  his  1804  Dollar  in 
1885.  A few  months  after  I acquired  his 
artworks,  the  Dexter  Dollar  was  sold  at 
Auction  '89,  becoming  the  very  first  coin  to  sell  at  the  million  dollar  level  - $990,000.  In  celebration 
of  that  event  I published  limited  edition  prints  of  Dexter's  more  colorful  work  of  art. 

Since  1884,  when  Dexter's  1804  Dollar  was  discovered  by  American  collectors,  numismatic 
periodicals,  books  and  auction  catalogs  have  published  that  it  was  planted  in  a German  auction  by 
Philadelphia  coin  dealers  S.H.  and  H.  Chapman  to  cover  up  its  true  source  at  the  time  - the  U.S. 
Mint.  But  after  130  years,  I've  recently  uncovered  the  real,  indisputable  truth,  and  it's  not 
what's  been  published ! At  my  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  book  release 
presentation  I'll  show  what  really  took  place  by  revealing  newly  discovered,  signed 
documents  from  the  1380s. 

I invite  you  to  attend  the  presentation,  which  will  be  held  at  the  CSNS  convention  in 
Schaumburg,  IL  on  Thursday  evening,  April  24th  at  6:30  PM  in  room  Nirvana  C,  near  the 
auction  lot  viewing  room.  Other  surprise  1804  discoveries  will  be  announced  as  well,  such 
as  new  information  about  the  origin  of  the  Mickley  1804  Dollar,  which  was  sold  by  Heritage 
Auctions  for  more  than  $3.8  million  last  August.  And,  of  course,  the  true  story  of  the 
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I'll  be  signing  books  after  the 
presentation  and  again  at  noon  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  at  table  100,  the  designated 
CSNS  book  signing  table.  I'll  also  be 
exhibiting  Dexter  1804  Dollar  memorabilia  at  the  neighboring  table  throughout  the 
duration  of  the  show.  More  information  can  be  found  at  www.1804Dollar.com. 


famous  Dexter  1804  Dollar  will  be 
summarized,  including  new  information 
never  before  revealed  about  this  and 
other  1804  Dollars. 


ANA  NEWS 


NATIONAL  COIN  WEEK 


National  Coin  Week,  April  20-26,  is  a great  opportunity  to  spread  the  joys  of  numismatics  in  the 
community.  The  theme  for  this  year's  event  is  "Coin  & Country:  Celebrating  Civic  Service,"  and 
activities  will  celebrate  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Kennedy  half-dollar  and  President  John  F. 
Kennedy's  famous  challenge:  "Ask  not  what  your  country  can  do  for  you,  ask  what  you  can  do  for 
your  country." 

The  ANA  is  holding  a contest  that  promotes 
civic  service,  and  all  ANA  members  can  enter 
by  volunteering  at  a non-profit  organization 
such  as  a school,  advocacy  center,  park, 
museum  or  other  qualified  organization  and 
documenting  their  experiences.  Entries  can 
be  in  video  (under  3 minutes)  or  image-and- 
text  format  (150-300  words  with  image).  The 
member  who  best  promotes  the  merit  of  his 
or  her  non-profit  and  the  importance  of 

volunteerism  will  receive  a 2014  American  Eagle  quarter  ounce  gold  proof  coin;  silver 
commemorative  coins  and  2014  proof  sets  will  also  be  awarded. 


2014  ANA  National  Coin  Week:  April  20-26 


21 


An  activity  for  students  K-12  encouraging  children  to  get  involved  in  their  communities  is  also 
offered.  For  more  information  about  these  contests,  go  to 

http://www.money.org/nationalcoinweek. 

A quiz  on  numismatic  knowledge  for  ANA  member  clubs  is  available.  The  challenge  includes  20 
questions  about  Kennedy,  the  half  dollar  and  civil  service  in  numismatics.  Answers  are  due  to  the 
ANA  by  May  5,  and  all  clubs  that  achieve  the  high  score  will  be  entered  into  a drawing  to  receive 
prizes.  The  grand  prize  is  a 1981  Willa  Cather  American  Arts  Commemorative  Series  half  ounce  gold 
medal  produced  by  the  U.S.  Mint.  Silver  commemorative  coins  and  proof  sets  will  also  be  awarded. 

To  register  your  club  and  receive  the  challenge  and  fun  promotional  materials,  email 
ncw@money.org  or  complete  the  online  form. 

On  April  26,  the  Edward  C.  Rochette  Money  Museum  will  host  an  open  house  with  free  admission. 
There  will  be  coin-making  demonstrations  at  the  Mini-Mint,  where  2014  National  Coin  Week 
tokens  will  be  given  to  visitors.  Children  can  dig  for  treasure  in  a pirate's  chest,  where  one  lucky 
treasure  hunter  will  find  a gold  coin.  Young  visitors  can  spin  the  wheel  for  prizes,  National  Coin 
Week  medals  and  more.  One  lucky  visitor  will  enter  the  ANA  Cash  Cube  and  get  30  seconds  to  grab 
as  much  money  as  possible. 

Throughout  National  Coin  Week,  children  can  take  a quiz  leading  them  through  the  Money 
Museum  with  participants  receiving  a 2014  Kennedy  half  dollar. 

The  ANA  encourages  hobbyists  to  reach  out  in  their  communities  and  promote  the  hobby.  There 
are  promotional  resources  available  at  www.money.org/nationalcoinweek,  including  a 
proclamation,  sample  press  release,  interactive  brochure,  reading  list  and  music  playlist. 

Every  year  during  the  third  full  week  of  April,  the  ANA  and  its  members  celebrate  National  Coin 
Week  by  letting  others  know  about  the  joys  of  collecting  and  studying  coins  and  other  forms  of 
money.  To  get  involved  in  2014  National  Coin  Week,  call  719-482-9814,  email  ncw@money.org  or 

go  to  www.money.org/nationalcoinweek. 

George  Walton  heirs  donate  $100,000  to  the  ANA 

Donation  will  be  used  to  update,  digitize  Numismatic  Diploma  Program 

A generous  donation  of  $100,000  has  been  given  to  the  American  Numismatic  Association  to 
establish  the  George  Walton  Grant  for  the  Support  of  the  ANA  Diploma  Program.  This  historic  gift 
was  made  by  the  family  of  George  O.  Walton,  the  past  owner  of  one  of  the  rarest  coins  in  United 
States  history,  the  1913  Liberty  Head  "V"  Nickel. 
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The  grant  is  made  up  of  four  donations  of  $25,000  each  by  R.  Ryan  Givens,  Richard  W.  Givens,  M. 
Bette  Givens,  and  Cheryl  and  Gary  Myers  in  honor  and  memory  of  George  O.  Walton  and  Melva 
Walton  Givens.  The  donations  will  be  used  to  update  the  traditional  Diploma  Program  curriculum 
and  develop  a new  e-learning  component  for  members  who  wish  to  complete  the  program  in  an 
online  setting. 

"The  George  Walton  family  has  been  so  good  to  the  ANA  for  so  many  years,  and  this  wonderful 
donation  will  ensure  that  other  collectors  can  pursue  the  numismatic  education  that  George 
Walton  held  in  such  high  esteem,"  said  ANA  Executive  Director  Kimberly  Kiick. 

The  grant  will  first  be  used  to  review  and  update  the  six  correspondence  courses  that  are  offered 
under  the  Florence  Schook  School  of  Numismatics  Diploma  Program.  This  extensive  review  process 
will  take  2-3  years  to  complete,  explained  Rod  Gillis,  the  ANA's  numismatic  educator.  Once  the 
entire  curriculum  has  been  updated,  it  will  be  developed  into  a series  of  online  courses. 

"When  this  is  all  said  and  done,  members  will  have  three  options  for  completing  the  Diploma 
Program,"  Gillis  said.  "They'll  be  able  to  take  the  course  online,  order  the  textbooks  and  correspond 
through  the  mail,  or  come  to  Summer  Seminar  or  to  an  ANA  show  to  take  the  courses  in  a 
traditional  classroom  environment.  We  want  to  offer  as  many  options  as  possible  so  that  our 
members  have  a choice  in  how  they  receive  their  numismatic  education." 

Information  on  current  pricing  and  requirements  for  the  ANA  Diploma  Program  can  be  found  at 

Money.org/Diploma. 

History  of  the  Walton  nickel 

The  Walton  specimen  of  the  1913  Liberty  Head  "V"  Nickel  was  sold  by  Heritage  Auctions  in  April 
2013  for  a then-record  $3.1  million.  It  was  sold  in  the  custom  holder  that  George  Walton  had 
fashioned  for  his  prize  coin. 

George  Walton  died  on  March  9,  1962,  when  his  car  was  struck  by  an  alcohol-impaired  driver. 
Walton  was  on  his  way  to  a coin  show  in  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  expected  to  exhibit 
the  nickel  along  with  other  rarities  from  his  collection. After  his  death,  most  of  his  collection  was 
sold  at  auction,  but  the  famed  1913  Liberty  head  "V"  Nickel  was  returned  to  the  family  after  it  was 
mistakenly  deemed  counterfeit.  It  was  stored  in  a closet  as  a family  heirloom  until  it  resurfaced 
more  than  40  years  later  at  the  2003  ANA  World's  Fair  of  Money  in  Baltimore,  where  it  was 
authenticated  as  the  long-lost  fifth  nickel.  The  George  Walton  Family  loaned  the  nickel  to  the  ANA's 
Edward  C.  Rochette  Money  Museum  for  approximately  10  years,  where  it  was  prominently 
exhibited  both  in  the  museum  and  at  ANA  conventions  across  the  nation. 
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OWNED  BY  GEORGE  WALTON 
M.A.N.A.  PRESIDENT  1956  A.N.A.,  L.M.  229 

ONLY  5 OF  THESE  KNOWN 
ORIGINALY  OWNED  BY  COL.  GREEN 


"Being  able  to  work  with  the  Walton  nickel  was  a privilege  and  a thrill,"  said  ANA  Museum  Curator 
Douglas  Mudd.  "It  has,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  story  of  the  five  coins  due  to  its  connection  with 
George  Walton.  I was  amazed  to  learn  that  Mr.  Walton's  coin  collection  was  once  one  of  the  finest 
of  its  time  and  held  the  record  for  most  valuable  collection  of  U.S.  coins  when  it  was  sold." 

(Editor's  comments)  Looking  at  the  photograph  of  the  Walton  Nickel,  one  has  to  ask,  "Did  PCGS  really  put  a 
sticker  right  on  the  face  of  this  historic  numismatic  artifact?"  I have  not  seen  this  specimen  in  person,  so  I'm 
not  sure,  but  I would  hope  it  is  just  a card  that  is  set  on  top  of  the  holder  and  not  a sticker.  If  it  is  a sticker, 
then  one  can  only  marvel  at  the  abundance  with  which  grading  services  proliferate  gall. 

ANA  SUMMER  SEMINAR  2014 

SESSION  1 -JUNE  21-26 
SESSION  2 -JUNE  28 -JULY  3 
THE  BEST  VALUE  IN  NUMISMATICS! 

COURSE  CATALOG  AVAILABLE  AT  MONEY.ORG 
SIGN  UP  TODAY!! 
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WHAT'S  NEW  AT  THE  U.  S.  MINT 


CIVIL  RIGHTS  SILVER  DOLLAR 


This  year  marks  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964.  This 
law  expanded  civil  rights  protections,  outlawed  racial  discrimination  and 
segregation,  and  served  as  a model  for  subsequent  anti-discrimination 
laws.  By  an  act  of  Congress,  the  United  States  Mint  is  honoring  the 
anniversary  of  this  pivotal  law  by  issuing  a commemorative  silver  dollar. 
The  coin  is  available  in  both  proof  and  uncirculated  finishes.  The 
obverse  features  three  people  holding  hands  at  a civil  rights  march, 
while  the  reverse  features  three  flames  intertwined  to  symbolize 
freedom  of  education,  freedom  to  vote,  and  the  freedom  to  control 
one's  own  destiny.  According  to  the  mint's  website,  shipping  will  begin  January  15,  2014.  The  proof 
coin  is  currently  priced  at  $49.95  and  the  uncirculated  coin  is  currently  priced  at  $44.95. 


NEWS  FROM  THE  B.E.P. 


Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Treasury 


$100  Currency  Sheets 

Began  February  27,  2014.  For  the  first  time  ever,  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  will  offer  Series 
2009A  $100  note  uncut  currency  sheets  for  sale.  These 
notes,  from  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Atlanta,  are 
available  in  4-,  8-,  and  16-subject  sheet  sizes  and  bear 
the  signatures  of  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  Rosie 
Rios  and  former  U.S.  Department  of  the  Treasury 
Secretary  Timothy  Geithner.  Priced  from  $480  to 
$1776.  Visit:  moneyfactory.gov 
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NATIONAL  CURRENCY  LIST 

A simple  way  to  bring  collector  and  seller  together. 

-By  Jeff  Keough  and  Randy  Raikes  (Past  Presidents  Waukesha  Coin  Club  Waukesha  Wl) 


As  an  active  but  novice  collector  I 
am  always  trying  to  find  ways  to 
find  Numismatic  Collectibles.  Often 
I really  do  not  know  what  I want 
until  I see  it.  Coin  shows  are  a good 
method;  they  allow  me  to  meet 
many  interesting  dealers  and 
occasionally  find  what  I want. 

Another  way  to  find  collectibles  is 
to  find  a good  local  coin  dealer  who  regularly  has  new  inventory  and  is  willing  to  buy  and 
sell  at  reasonable  prices.  Coin  clubs,  auctions  can  also  create  opportunities  for  collectors 
to  find  interesting  and  new  items.  I enjoy  sitting  down  and  reading  some  of  the  fine 
publications  like  N.O.W.  News,  Numismatic  News,  Bank  Note  Reporter  and  others 

Now  picture  a site  designed  by  coin,  currency,  token  collectors  that  allow  you  to  list  or  look 
at  an  item  where  the  buyer/  seller  can  make  direct  contact  with  each  other.  National 
Currency  List  can  be  viewed  from  the  privacy  of  your  own  computer  at  NO  COST...  (what's 
the  catch?  there  is  none)  The  site  hopes  to  attract  advertisings  as  the  traffic  increases  and 
that  is  what  will  pay  for  the  site. 

Here's  how  it  works 

• Collector  John  goes  to  www.nationalcurrencylist.com 

• Randy  is  looking  for  some  National  Currency  ( He  clicks  on  the  National  Currency  Tab) 

• He  locates  a desirable  note  and  clicks  (Contact  Seller) 

• Randy  writes  a short  message  of  interest  and  quickly  gets  a reply  from  the  seller. 


uhLnvaiaticmicurreiicyiist.com 

National  Currency  List 

The  Online  Marketplace  tor  Currency  and  Coin  Collectors 


No  Fees.  No  Commission. 
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• Randy  and  the  seller  arrange  a safe  and  mutually  agreeable  place  to  meet  and  make  a 
deal. 

• Randy  and  the  seller  incur  no  buyer  or  seller  fees  or  expenses. 

As  collectors  become  more  computer  savvy  and  more  collectors  begin  to  enter  the 
wonderful  world  of  Numismatics,  the  industry  will  change.  Buyers  and  sellers  want  to 
connect;  here  is  a new  way  for  adult  collectors  to  do  that.  Give  it  a try! 


(Editor's  note:  Another  innovative  idea  from  N.O.W.  members!  Congrats  Jeff  and  Randy!  Jeff  also 
mentioned  he  enlisted  his  daughter  Kathleen  to  assist  on  the  site,  she  is  a member  of  the  Waukesha 
Coin  Club,  also  his  friend  Don  Muehlbauer  helps  out.  Best  of  luck!) 


unviv.mtiomlcurrencyfist.com 

k|p'  National  Currency  list 

The  Online  Marketplace  for  Currency  and  Coin  Collectors 


. * 


No  Fees,  no  Commission. 
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MITCHELL'S  MANSION 


by  Tom  Casper 

Alexander  Mitchell  (1817-1887)  was  instrumental  in  developing  the  city  of  Milwaukee.  He  came 
to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  Territory  in  1839  with  his  business  partner,  George  Smith  from  Scotland. 
At  the  time  it  was  illegal  to  open  a bank.  To  get  around  the  banking  law  they  opened  Wisconsin 
Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company.  They  issued  Certificates  of  Deposit  which  looked  like  currency 
and  circulated  as  money.  They  received  a banking  charter  in  1852.  The  bank  underwent  numerous 
name  changes  over  the  years  until  1988  when  they  merged  with  Banc  One. 

Mitchell  developed  and  consolidated  numerous  railroads  becoming  the  president  of  the 
Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railroad,  later  known  as  the  Milwaukee  Road.  He  was  involved  in  many 
businesses  and  organizations.  It  was  said  he  was  the  richest  man  in  Wisconsin  at  the  time. 

In  1870  he  built  an  elegant  mansion  at  900  W.  Wisconsin  Ave.  in  Milwaukee.  The  three  floors 
contained  a ballroom,  library,  conservatory  with  a small  stream,  palm  trees  and  many  exotic  plants, 
a gazebo,  all  of  which  was  surrounded  by  a wrought  iron  fence.  The  house  was  decorated  with 
hand  carved  mahogany  woodwork,  stained  glass  and  inlaid  tile.  He  lived  here  until  he  died.  Mitchell 
St.,  Mitchell  Blvd.,  Mitchell  Building  at  207  E.  Michigan  St.,  Mitchell  School  at  1728  S.  23rd  St.,  cities 
Alexandria  and  Mitchell,  SD  have  all  been  named  in  his  honor.  In  1871  he  became  a U.S. 
Representative  serving  two  terms.  He  died  in  1887  at  the  age  of  69  and  is  interred  at  Forest  Home 
Cemetery. 
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After  Mitchell  died,  his  home  stood  vacant  for  some  time.  In  1891  an  elite  social  club  was  formed 
for  German-Americans  called  the  Deutscher  Club  or  "German  Club".  They  moved  into  the  Mitchell 
mansion  in  1895.  In  1917,  during  WWI,  the  anti-German  feelings  caused  them  to  change  their  name 
to  the  Wisconsin  Club.  The  mansion  and  the  Wisconsin  Club  remain  at  this  location  today. 

Shown  on  the  previous  page  is  a postcard  postmarked  in  1909  showing  the  Deutscher  Club.  Also 
shown  are  three  examples  of  trade  tokens  used  at  the  Deutscher  Club;  10c  scalloped  aluminum, 

15c  scalloped  aluminum,  and  a 25c  round  brass  token.  These  tokens  would  have  been  circa  1895  - 
1917. 


WORLD  COIN  NEWS 

France  Wins  2014  Coin  of  the  Year  (COTY)  Award 

The  Monnaie  de  Paris'  Yves  Klein  10-euro  silver  coin  with  a 
distinctive  blue  hand  of  the  artist  against  a silver 
background  triumphed  Dec.  8 at  the  conclusion  of  voting  by 
an  international  panel  of  judges. 

Award  presentations  occurred  at  a special  ceremony  Feb.  8, 
2014,  at  the  World  Money  Fair  in  Berlin. 

The  Klein  10-euro  coin,  KM-2087,  had  been  chosen  as  the  Most  Artistic  Coin  among  10  category 
winners  that  were  selected  to  compete  for  the  Coin  of  the  Year.  The  international  panel  of  judges  is 
comprised  of  mint  masters,  artists  and  numismatists. 

A nominating  committee  met  in  the  offices  of  World  Coin  News  in  lola,  Wis.,  on  Oct.  4,  2013.  The 
committee  placed  99  coins  on  the  first  round  COTY  ballot,  which  is  to  determine  the  category 
winners.  A second  round  of  voting  determines  the  Coin  of  the  Year. 

The  Coin  of  the  Year  Award  was  first  given  in  1984.  The  award  was  created  by  World  Coin  News  of 
Krause  Publications  to  encourage  great  art,  usefulness  and  innovation  in  world  coinage  and  to 
recognize  the  mints  that  create  these  qualities  in  coinage. 
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Gary's 

Coins  & Stamps 

Buy  - Sell  - Trade  - Appraisals 

(Single  items  or  complete  collections) 

Gary  Rosencrans 
715-421-0822 

Coin  & Stamp  Supplies 
P.0.  Box  31  • 210  West  Grand  Ave. 
Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wl  54495-0031 


Distributor  for  Whitman  Coin  Products 
Wholesale  / Retail  / Mail  Order 

Chief  Coin  & Supply  Co. 

Buy  / Sell  /Trade 
U.S.,  Canadian  & World  Coins 
Tokens  / New  & Used  Coin  Supplies 

Randy  Miller 

Phone:920-231-6161  • Fax:920-231-6122 
P.O.  Box  254  • Oshkosh,  Wl  54903-0254 
chiefcoinandsupply.com 


FOX  XAU£Y  COIN 
DIAMONDS,  <U. 

103  E.  Kimberly  Avenue 
Kimberly,  Wl  54136-1402 


U.S.  6i  Foreign  Coins  and  Currency 
Bought  ond  Sold 

Insurance  and  Institutional  Appraisals 
Cstate  Services 

Free  Confidential  Consultations 


Knoujles  Gold  & Silver 


Coin:  920-731-5451  - Jewelry:  920-731-6261 
Fax:  920-788-3792 


Glenn  G.  Wright 


Fritz  Voecks 

www.FoxVCoin.com  Fritz@FoxVCoin.com 


UU2186  County  Trunk  V,  Suite  2 
Knoujles  (Lomiro),  UUI  53048 
(920)269-1205  • Cell  (920)  251-9689 
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Buying  Wisconsin  Nationals 

(Trades  also  considered) 

Also  buying  tokens  from  SW  Wisconsin 

Please  contact  me  ANYTIME 

Bob  McNeill 

NOW  1 01 L 

608-935-5021  • Cell:  608-553-5021 
P.O.  Box  301  • Dodgeville,  Wl  53533 
Ragpicker@frontier.com 


Advertising  Rates 


Year 

Single 

Business  Card 

$20 

$10 

1/4  Page 

$35 

$15 

1 12  Page 

$60 

$20 

Full  Page 

$100 

$30 

Contact  the  editor: 
jkreichenberger  @hotmail.com 


Jim’s  Coins  & Stamps 


Located  in  the  Lower  Level  of  Hilldale  Shopping  Center 
702  N.  Midvale  Blvd.  B-2,  Madison,  WI  53705 

Store:  608-233-2118  FAX:  608-233-0175 
Email:  jimscoins@sbcglobal.net 

Member:  ICTA,  ANA,  CONECA,  FUN,  CCE,  NOW 

Buy  From  Us 

Whether  it  be  coins,  stamps,  or  precious  metals,  we  have  an  extensive  selection  to  fulfill  your 
collecting,  investing  and  gift-giving  ideas.  We  carry  something  for  everyone's  interest  and 
budget,  ranging  from  state  quarters  to  silver  dollars  to  rare  date  U.S.  coins. 

We  also  carry  a full  line  of  coin  and  stamp  collecting  supplies. 


Store  Hours: 

Monday-Friday  9:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

Saturday:  9:00  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m.  Sunday  by  appointment  only 

Buy  • Sell  • Appraisals  • Coins  • Stamps  • Mint  Errors  • Coin  Books  & Supplies 
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N.O.W.  ORGANIZATION 

OFFICERS: 

PRESIDENT Thad  Streeter 

VICE  PRESIDENT Fred  Borgmann 

SECRETARY/TREASURER Bill  Oldenburg 

NOW  NEWS  EDITORS Phyllis  Calkins,  Jeff  Reichenberger 

PAST  PRESIDENT Bill  Brandimore 

HISTORIAN Clifford  Mishler 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  (terms  January  1 st - December 3 1 st) 

2012-2014  2013-2015 


Lee  Hartz 
Ken  Muelling 
Bob  VanRyzin 


Tom  Casper 
Jeff  Reichenberger 
George  Alafouzos 


2014-2016 

Bill  Brandimore 
Joel  Edler 
Cliff  Mishler 
Leon  Saryan 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Membership  Application 

No. 

Name:  Business  Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone  No.: E-mail: 

□ New  Member  $10.00  □ Renewed  Membership  $10.00  □ Life  Membership  $150.00 

□ Coin  Club  Membership  $1 0.00: 

Coin  Club  Address: 

Send  dues  and  application  to: 

Bill  Oldenburg  - NOW  Treasurer,  2026  Couples  Ct.,  New  Franken,  Wl  54229 
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SHOW  CALENDAR 


Please  send  your  pertinent  show  information  to  NOW  New 
Editor.  jkreichenberger(5)hotmail.com  -or-  P.O.Box  3572 
Oshkosh,  Wl  54903 


March  30,  2014  - Wausau 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club's  Show  at  Howard  Johnson's  Inn  & Conference  Center,  2101  N.  Mountain  Road,  Wausau. 
Hours:  9-4.  Show  contact:  Thad  Streeter,  5002  Tanya  St.,  Schofield,  Wl  54478.  Phone:  715-574-2777,  e-mail 
tls@hotmail.com. 

April  3-5,  2014-  Milwaukee 

South  Shore  Coin  Club's  50th  Annual  Coin  Show  at  the  Clarion  Hotel,  5311  S.  Howell  Ave.,  Milwaukee,  Wl.  Wisconsin's 
largest  and  only  3 day  show!  April  3 (12:00-6:00),  4 (10:00-6:00),  5 (10:00-4:00).  First  200  Seniors  (62+)  free.  Contact  Joe 
B.  at  414-327-6156.  Website  at  ssccmke.org." 

April  6,  2014  - Madison 

Madison  Coin  Show  at  Sheraton  Hotel,  706  John  Nolan  Drive,  Madison.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  50  tables.  Contact  Jim  Essence, 
Jim's  Coins,  702  N.  Midvale  Ave.,  Madison,  Wl  Phone:  608-2233-2118  or  www. jimscoins.net. 

April  6,  2014  - Quad  City  C.C. , Milan,  IL 

Quad  City  Coin  Club  annual  spring  show  at  the  Milan  Community  Center,  Camden  Park,  U.S.  Route  67,  Milan,  IL.  80  tables, 
Free  admission.  Contact:  John  Brixey,  Bourse  Chairman,  309-788-8726 

April  10  - 13,  2014-  Chicago  International  Coin  Fair 

Crown  Plaza  Chicago  O'Hare,  Rosemont,  IL 

April  13,  2014  - Appleton 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club's  59th  Annual  Spring  Coin  Show  at  Darboy  Club,  N.9695  County  Rd.  N., 

Appleton,  Wl.  40  tables.  Contact  James  Bayer,  PO  Box  1981,  Appleton,  Wl  54912  54915.  Ph:  920-739-1089. 

April  23-26,  2014  - Central  States 

Renaissance  Hotel  & Convention  Center,  Schaumburg,  IL 

May  4th,  2014-  Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club’s  Spring  Show  at  Comfort  Suites  - Rock  Garden,  1951  Bond  Street,  Green  Bay.  Free  admission,  39  tables. 
Show  Contact  Roger  Bohn,  Ph.  920-819-7294  or  bonevard7@vahoo.com. 

May  10,  2014  - Sheboygan 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club  Show  at  The  Laker's  Ice  Center,  1202  S.  Wildwood  Av.  Sheboygan,  Wl  53082.  40  tables.  Free 
admission.  9am  - 3:30pm.  Bourse  Chairman:  Ed  Rautmann,  920-893-5864,  P.O.Box  907  Sheboygan,  Wl  53082 

June  14,  2014  - Rice  Lake 

Barron  County  Coin  Show  at  Cedar  Mall,  2900  S.  Main  St,  Rice  Lake.  Hours  9:30am  - 3:00pm 
Bourse  Chair:  Sue  Peterson,  PO  Box  362  Rice  Lake,  W1  54868  sue.lincolnvellow@gmail.com 

August  5-9,  2014  - ANA 

ANA  World's  Fair  of  Money  at  Donald  Stephens  Convention  Center,  Chicago/Rosemont,  IL. 

August  17,  2014  - Fond  du  Lac 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club  annual  show  at  the  Holiday  Inn,  625  W.  Rolling  Meadows,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wl.  60  tables.  Hours:  9am  - 
4pm.  Contact  Randy  Miller,  PO  Box  254,  Oshkosh,  Wl  54903.  920-231-6161  fx920-231-6122 

October  5,  2014  - Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society's  Annual  Coin  Show  at  American  Serb  Memorial  Hall,  5101  W.  Oklahoma  Ave.  Milwaukee. 
Hours:  9am-4pm,  75  tables,  $1  admission.  Show  Chm.  Tom  Casper  414-425-5444;  tcasper57@hotmail.com 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  Inc. 
Editor 

P.O.  Box  3572 
Oshkosh,  Wl  54903 
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